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Shua language 


Shua /' Ju : 9/, or Shwakhwe, is a Khoe language of Botswana. It is 
spoken in central Botswana (in Nata and its surroundings), and in 
parts of the Chobe District in the extreme north of Botswana. There 
are approximately 6,000 speakers (Cook 2004). The term Shwakhwe 
means people ( khwe ) from the salty area ( shwa ). 


Unlike most Khoisan languages, but like Nama, the most neutral 
word order is SOV, though word order is relatively free. As with most Khoisan languages, there are 
postpositions. There is a tense-aspect marker ke which often appears in second position in affirmative 
sentences in the present tense, giving X Aux SOV order (e.g. S Aux O V). 

For example, 

K' arokwa ke I ' uizi ' a gam 
boys Asp rock-pl obi throw 
"The boys are throwing rocks" 

I ' ui-zi ' a ke k' arokwa gam 
rock-pl obi Asp boys throw 
"The boys are throwing rocks" 

This marker appears first in certain subordinate clauses in a manner reminiscent of V2 languages such as 
German, where a clause-initial complementizer is in complementary distribution with a second position 
phenomenon (in German, it would be the finite verb which appears in second position). 
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Shua is a dialect cluster. 

■ Deti (10 or fewer speakers)^ 

■ Ganadi 

■ Shwa-khwe 

■ N I oo-khwe 



















■ KI oree-khoe or I Oree-khwe 

■ II' Aiye or I Aaye 

■ I Xaise or I Taise 

■ Tshidi-khwe or Tcaiti or Sili or Shete Tsere 

■ Danisi or Demisa or Madenasse or Madinnisane 

■ Cara 

■ 11 Goro or I Xaio 

The term Hietshware (Hiet Jware, Hiet Jo) is used for varieties of both Shua and its sister-language Tshwa. 
Ts' ixa (200 speakers) is evidently a distinct language. 
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External links 


■ Shua basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.rinet.ru/cgi-bin/respo 
nse.cgi?root=newl00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\ckh\kho&limit=-l) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shua_language&oldid=881235213" 


This page was last edited on 1 February 2019, at 07:33 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 







